
District Greetings, Fall, 2021 
 
I bring you greetings from the officers and members of the Lutheran Women’s Missionary 
League across the Ohio District.  May God’s love and peace abide with you as we live in this 
troubled time. 
 
As a district, we are trying to get back to normal after the past 18 months of the virus, the 
quarantines, the masks, and the lack of fellowship.  It is good to see all of you who are here in 
person, with or without your masks. 
 
The biggest news for our district is the convention we are planning for next June. We are 
making it shorter, hoping that more women will be able to attend, both because it will require 
less time away from home and less expense for hotels and meals.  The gathering will be at St. 
Paul Lutheran Church in Napoleon on June 17th and 18th, 2022. Out theme will be “Lord of the 
Harvest.”  Host zones Napoleon, Defiance and Toledo are getting ready to welcome you.  Our 
keynote speaker will be Rev. Ryan Peterson from Concordia University, Ann Arbor.  If you were 
at Lexington, you may have heard him speak there; we had scheduled him to speak at our 
2020 convention that had to be cancelled.  Pastoral Counselor Rev. Keith Witte will be the 
proclaimer for the opening service and Rev. Peter Marcis will be our Bible study leader.  The 
various district standing committees will be planning servant activities and interest sessions, 
hopefully with some mission speakers. 
 
If you have been looking at the LWML website, you have been reading about the recent “Day 
of Giving.”  It is called “September to Remember.” We are encouraged to make an honor or 
memorial gift to LWML recalling a person who has encouraged or mentored us in our walk of 
faith.  They are accepting gifts for this through the month of September. 
 
Are you wondering what you can do to make a difference for the Lord through participation in 
the LWML?  Here are a couple of suggestions: 
 
1. PRAY !  Pray for our mission grant recipients.  There are 10 seminarians and 10 church 

worker students from Ohio who are listening to the Lord’s voice calling them to serve him.  
The mission grant checks for these students have been mailed for the current school year.  
Here is a quote from a seminarian’s thank you note from last year: “It is a wonderful 
encouragement knowing I and my brother seminarians have such faithful sisters keeping 
us before the throne of the Almighty Everlasting Father!  We have all been appreciative of 
such good, honest, generous and dedicated saints such as you supporting us in all that we 
do.”  

 
 PRAY for your officers and other leaders who are trying to share God’s work and 
facilitate the work being done in our churches. 
 



 PRAY for our members who are still cautious about this pandemic.  Reach out to them 
with a card, a phone call or even an email.  Let them know you still want to have them in your 
life and your church. 
 
2. Encourage mite giving in your congregation.  We all know that there have been a lot fewer 

meetings over the past 18 months.  As a result, the mite contributions in our district are 
much lower than usual.  We have been able to pay our mission grant obligations so far, 
partly because we have had fewer expenses for meetings that were held online.  Think 
about having a mite offering during or after a church service each quarter or perhaps 
monthly.  Some churches call it a “noisy offering” and have people place their coins in a 
metal bucket or bowl.  

 
 Remember that your group should be sending a payment each year to cover the costs of 
your Quarterly and ODE  subscriptions. Costs and the address are on the Mite Remittance 
form found at  www.lwmlohio.org. 
 
3. Think about possible mission grant proposals.  Do you know of someone or a group that is 

trying to get a mission project going?  Does it extend the ministry of the Word? Is it a new 
ministry to support?  Does it add a new dimension to an existing ministry? 

 
       The project should fit into the plans of our LCMS district, be current and ready for 

implementation, and show evidence of careful planning. If you know of a project along 
these lines, think about writing a grant request.  The information and forms are available 
on the website lwmlohio.org.  The deadline for applications is October 31. 

 
4. Volunteer.  Your district president is still seeking someone to be our Archivist/Historian.  

You would get to see all the kinds of things that are going on in our district and share the 
ideas with other groups.  We also could use another person on the publicity/public 
relations committee.  Is the Lord asking you to be more involved?  Talk to one of your 
leaders.  She’ll help you find a way to use your talents. 

  
5. Ask your pastor to consider celebrating LWML Sunday with your congregation. The theme 

is “Our Hearts in HIS hand,” based on 1 Peter 4:8.  Above all, keep loving one another 
earnestly. Don’t we all need to remind ourselves that is what we should be about? 

 
Thank you for listening.  God bless your gathering today and may you feel his love and his 
peace in your hearts always. 
 
Vivian Nelson 
LWML Ohio District President. 

http://www.lwmlohio.org/

